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[ 1848

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama changed his
vote from ‘‘no”’ to ‘‘aye.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
423, had | been present, | would have voted
“no.”

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal, which the Chair will put
de novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2016

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
2822.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 333 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2822.

Will the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HULTGREN) kindly take the chair.

[J 1855
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2822) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes, with Mr. HULTGREN
(Acting Chair) in the chair.

H4935

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
an amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HARDY) had
been disposed of, and the bill had been
read through page 132, line 24.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. ELLISON

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
port the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to enter into a con-
tract with any person whose disclosures of a
proceeding with a disposition listed in sec-
tion 2313(c)(1) of title 41, United States Code,
in the Federal Awardee Performance and In-
tegrity Information System include the term
“Fair Labor Standards Act” and such dis-
position is listed as ‘‘willful” or ‘‘repeated’’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 333, the gentleman
from Minnesota and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Chairman, before
I discuss my amendment, which is to
prevent wage theft from violators who
commit acts that are repeated and
willful and to stop such actors from
partaking of Federal procurement in
this bill, I would like to set the table
just a little bit.

In 1980, Mr. Chair, CEO-to-worker
pay ratio for Fortune 500 companies
was 20 to 1. Today it is 204 to 1, accord-
ing to Bloomberg. At the same time,
the buying power of the minimum wage
is now less than it was in the 1960s.

The Economic Policy Institute found
that, in total, the average low-wage
worker loses a stunning $2,634 per year
in unpaid wages, representing about 15
percent of their earned income. It is
particularly egregious in the fast-food
sector. A recent study by Hart Re-
search of fast-food workers found that
about 89 percent reported some form of
wage theft.

Lastly, in this case, I would like to
point out, Mr. Chair, that the recent
report by the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the
U.S. Senate revealed that 32 percent of
the largest Department of Labor pen-
alties for wage theft were levied
against Federal contractors.

As I bring this amendment before the
body today, Mr. Chairman, it is simply
to recognize that the hard work and
the work that workers do who work for
Federal contractors must be recog-
nized. We are not debating today over
increasing or decreasing the minimum
wage. We are just saying the people
who work hard ought to get the money
that they earned.

I would hope that everyone in this
body would be willing to say wage theft
is not okay. No hard-working Amer-
ican should ever have to worry that her
employer will refuse to pay her when
she works overtime or take money out
of her paycheck, especially if she
works for a Federal contractor.
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